The President's Lecture is held at each World Congress of the ISHR and, in non-Congress years, at the annual meeting of one of the 3 largest ISHR Sections on a rotating basis. This lecture is intended to be a high profile event and is scheduled as a keynote plenary lecture. The International Council selects the speaker. The topic of the lecture is in the field of molecular biology, genetics, genomics or proteomics, but the content should be chosen to be of broad interest to the cardiovascular community. The speaker is reimbursed for travel expenses, and receives a plaque and a $1,000 honorarium. A photograph and biosketch of the speaker is published in Heart News and Views, and is posted in the ISHR website.
The President's Lecture enhances the content of the ISHR scientific meetings by providing a high-quality presentation in a topical area that is not covered by other distinguished lecture awards, and reflects the continuing growth of the ISHR as a professional Society.
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Council 2007-2010 laxation of the heart, how these mechanisms are altered in pathological conditions, and how they are modified by pharmacological interventions. The focus is on the integration of signaling and signal transduction at the level of the cardiac sarcomere. He has done seminal work on the role of troponin in switching on contraction, on the role of myofilament protein phosphorylation in the control of cardiac dynamics and in the transition to heart failure, and on the enhancement of myofilament activation by pharmacological agents, two of which Aca r d i ( P i m o b e n d a n ) a n d S i m d a x (Levosimendan) are in clinical use. His current studies focus on multiplex functions of sarcomeric proteins and the Z-disc protein network in contraction/relaxation and signaling. A goal of integration of these sarcomeric functions into cardiac electrophysiology and metabolism forms a new direction for the lab. Dr. Solaro has been and is supported by an NIH Program Project Grant as well as RO1 and MERIT Awards. He also directs an NIH Institutional Training Grant.
